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SHORT COMMUNICATION 

Reinstatement oiRapanea leucobrachya P.Royen 
(Myrsinaceae) from New Guinea, with a new combination 
as Myrsine leucobrachya (P.Royen) P.I.Forst. 
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Van Royen (1982) named a number of new 
species of Rapanea Aubl. from montane 
areas of New Guinea. Many of these 
were subsequently reduced to synonymy 
by Sleumer (1986) when he revised the 
New Guinea species. The New Guinea 
species recognised by Sleumer (1986) were 
uncritically transferred to Myrsine L. by 
Pipoly (Takeuchi & Pipoly 2009), together 
with the addition of one new species {Myrsine 
warrae W.N.Takeuchi & Pipoly). 

During curation of New Guinea 
Myrsinaceae at BRI it became obvious that 
Sleumer’s treatment of certain Myrsine 
species was overly conservative. This 
pertained particularly to his reduction to 
synonymy of Rapanea leucobrachya P.Royen 
and R. wapti P.Royen under R. rhombata 
P.Royen without any accompanying reasons. 
Whilst the recognition of three species for 
this group of montane populations from the 
Eastern and Western Highlands of Papua New 
Guinea may be too liberal, recognition of only 
one is not supported by easily discernible 
morphological differences such as leaf shape, 
venation and gland morphology. Hence, two 
species, M. rhombata (P.Royen) Pipoly and 
M leucobrachya (P.Royen) P.I.Forst. are 
recognised herein. 

Myrsine rhombata (P.Royen) Pipoly, 
Edinburgh J Bot. 66; 462 (2009); Rapanea 
rhombata P.Royen, Alpine FI New Guinea 
3: 1976 (1982). Type: Papua New Guinea. 
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Eastern Highlands Province: Mt Wilhelm, 
east slopes, 28 July 1959, L.J.Brass 30757 
(holo: L, online image!; iso: US, online 
image!). 

Specimens examined: Papua New Guinea. Eastern 
Highlands Province: Kurumigl-bokwa, Kuski River 
above Toromambuno Mission, Upper Chimbu, Aug 
1957, Pullen 324 (BRI); Mt Wilhelm, Lake Piunde, Aug 
1957, Robbins 684 (BRI). Western Highlands Province: 
track to Mt Hagen, E of Mt Kigum, Apr 1977, Vinas & 
Veldkamp LAE59812 (BRI). Central Province: Murray 
Pass, Wharton Range, Jun-Sep 1933, Brass 4546 (BRI); 
Murray Pass, Aug 1970, Foreman & Lelean NGF48412A 
(BRI); Mt Victoria area, lawan Swamp, c. 2 km SSW of 
Mt Service, May 1976, van Royen 11033 (BRI). 

Myrsine leucobrachya (P.Royen) P.I.Forst. 
comb, nov.; Rapanea leucobrachya P.Royen, 
Alpine FI New Guinea 3; 1975 (1982). Type: 
Papua New Guinea. Southern Highlands 
Province: Mt lalibu, slope to SW of Repeater 
Station, 10 August 1972, P.F Stevens & 
D.B.Foreman LAE55853 (holo: K, online 
image!; iso: BRI; L, online image!). 

Rapanea wapu P.Royen, Alpine FI. New 
Guinea 3: 1971 (1982), synon. nov. Type: 
Papua New Guinea. Western Highlands 
Province: Northern slope of Sugarloaf 
complex (along Wapu River), 21 July 1960, 
R.D.Hoogland 7232 & R.Schodde (holo: L, 
online image!; BM, online image!). 

Additional specimens examined: Papua New Guinea. 
West Sepik Province: Bielga Range, W of Folongonom, 
second camp below Tamanagabip on Busilmin Track, 
May 1975, Vinas & Wiakabu LAE59529 (BRI). Eastern 
Highlands Province: track to Mt Michael, 5 km SW of 
Lufa, Apr 1982, Kairo 458 (BRI). Western Highlands 
Province: around the base camp, Mt Kigum, Apr 1977, 
Vinas & Veldkamp LAE59836 (BRI). Central Province: 
E slope to Lake Myola No 1, Sep 1973, Croft & Lelean 
NGF34965 (BRI). 
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The two species can be distinguished by the following key. 

Lamina rhombate-obovate, tip acuminate to retuse, below with numerous 
elongate glands, round glands along margins; 2° lateral veins obscure 
or very indistinct, 9-12 per side of 1° vein (midrib). Bracteoles 
broadly ovate to elliptic-ovate, 1-1.5 x 0.8-1.2 mm. 

Lamina elliptic, rhombate-elliptic to obovate, tip acuminate to obtuse, 
below with numerous nail-like glands on either side of 1° vein; 2° 
lateral veins prominent and easily discernible above and below, 8-14 
per side of 1° vein (midrib), joined and forming an intramarginal vein, 
3° veins prominent and reticulate below. Bracteoles ovate, 0.8-2.2 x 
1-1.2 mm. 
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